How do we know this is the Christ?
Luke 9: 7-11

Items

Needed

 Bible with marked scripture
 Pencils/Pens/Crayons/Markers
 Copies of Puzzle Part 1
 Copies of Puzzle Part 2 Cut
apart (1 set per child)
 Copies of take home overview

How Do We Know This is the Christ?
Objective of Lesson
We know He is the Christ, because the Christ of the scriptures has fulfilled all
that God said the Messiah would do. He put an end to legal sacrifices and
ceremonies; He came as a voluntary Savior; He accomplished all the prophecies;
and He performed all the will of God. We who believe know that Jesus is the
Christ, because He has been revealed in us by the power of His Spirit in saving
grace; and His blood, applied to our hearts, has purged our consciences of guilt
before God.

Scripture Reference
Luke 9: 7-11 “Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and he was
perplexed, because that it was said of some, that John was risen from the dead; And of
some, that Elias had appeared; and of others, that one of the old prophets was risen
again. And Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, of whom I hear such
things? And he desired to see him. And the apostles, when they were returned, told him
all that they had done. And he took them, and went aside privately into a desert place
belonging to the city called Bethsaida. And the people, when they knew it, followed him:
and he received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that
had need of healing.”
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Lesson Instructions
1.

Every week we come to this building, gather together, learn about, and
worship one person. Can you tell me who it is we learn about every week?
Jesus Christ. Can you tell me who Jesus Christ is? He is the Son of God.

2. Have you ever wondered how we KNOW Jesus Christ is the Son of God?
Today we are going to answer that question. Why is that question important?
It is important because our living soul depends upon the answer to that
question. Why do we need a savior? We need a savior because we are sinners
and God does not accept sinners. If we need a savior and Christ is not the
one promised of God, then we are doomed to die! This is such an important
question to be answered.
3. Today I want you to help me put together a puzzle. (Hand out Puzzle Part 1)
Once we gather all the pieces to this puzzle you will see that Christ fits all
that God requires. The man that fits all these requirements, things that God
requires to save a helpless sinful soul, is the true and living Christ. Let’s see
if Christ Jesus fits these requirements.
4.

There have been many people who have lived in this world who claimed to be
the Son of God, but once we put together our puzzle, it will reveal who the
true Christ is. We are going to learn that the Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph and Mary, who died on a cross more than two thousand years ago was
truly Christ, the Son of the Living God.

5. Let’s pick up our first puzzle piece. Can you find the piece that has the
picture of the stone tablets on it? This is a picture that represents God’s
law. What is God’s law? It is a list of rules and ceremonies given to man by
the hand of God that tells us what God requires for a man to be perfect and
without sin. Why is this important? Can man keep this law, or can the
ceremonies put away sin? NO. There is only one man who can keep this law
and put away sin, and that is the Son of God. Jesus Christ kept this law and
fulfilled all the types and pictures the law and the ceremonies represented.
He must be the Son of God! No more sacrifice is needed!
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6. Let’s pick up our next puzzle piece. Can you find the piece that has the
servant bowing? This is a picture that represents the Son of God’s
willingness to serve God the Father. Whoever willingly (that means they want
to or desire to) serves God is the same as God. Only one man can meet those
criteria. Do all creatures and men willingly serve God? Do we get up every
morning constantly going about doing all that God would have us to do or do
we constantly think about what we can do for ourselves and never really even
try to do what God would have us to do? We are sinful. The Bible says that
the true Christ will do the very thing God would have Him do. Every single
moment He will be doing ONLY those things that please God the Father. All
creatures are morally obligated to serve God, because we live upon his
bounty. If we don’t serve and please God because we want to, but because we
have to, then that is not truly serving God. Christ came to serve the Father
voluntarily. He did not have to; He wanted to! (Psalm 45:6-7)
7. Let’s pick up our next puzzle piece. Can you find the piece that has the
picture of the Bible on it? This is a picture that represents Christ fulfilling
all that the scriptures said He would do. What does that mean? (hold up a
Bible and thumb through the pages) In the Old Testament scriptures there
were many men, appointed of God, that could prophesy. That means God told
them what was going to happen when Christ came to this earth. These were
specific things: like when He would be born, where He would be born, what
family He would be born to, that He would perform miracles and the types of
miracles He would perform, etc…When Christ Jesus was born and walked this
earth all these prophecies came true!
8. Now for, the last and best piece of the puzzle. Can you find the piece that
has the pictures of the crosses on it? This is a picture that represents
Christ accomplishing the will of God. Our Lord Jesus completed and satisfied
God’s requirement of justice for breaking His law. Remember sin must be
punished. God can’t just forgive a sinner for breaking His law. Someone, an
innocent someone, has to die to pay for the sins of the guilty. Christ died on
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the cross and in three days rose again. Why does this prove He is the true
Son of God? If a sinful man had died on that cross he would not have risen
from the dead. He would still be in death being punished for His sins. Christ
can only rise from the dead for one reason. The justice required for the sin
debt to be paid was PAID IN FULL! It is finished! Jesus Christ is the true
Son of God, because only God would accept payment from Him and in doing
these things He accomplished the complete salvation of God’s elect.
(Hebrews 10:5-14)

Lesson Activities


Put the puzzle together as you go through the lesson.



Have them color the puzzle afterward.
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Take Home Lesson Overview
How do we know this is the Christ?
Scripture Reference:
Luke 9: 7-11 “Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and he was
perplexed, because that it was said of some, that John was risen from the dead; And of
some, that Elias had appeared; and of others, that one of the old prophets was risen
again. And Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, of whom I hear such
things? And he desired to see him. And the apostles, when they were returned, told him
all that they had done. And he took them, and went aside privately into a desert place
belonging to the city called Bethsaida. And the people, when they knew it, followed him:
and he received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that
had need of healing.”

Lesson Overview:
“…who is this, of whom I hear such things?” Jesus is the Christ. We know He is
because He has fulfilled all that God said the Messiah would do. He put an end
to legal sacrifices and ceremonies; He came as a voluntary Savior; He
accomplished all the prophecies; and He performed all the will of God. We who
believe know that Jesus is the Christ, because He has been revealed in us by the
power of His Spirit in saving grace; and His blood, applied to our hearts, has
purged our consciences of guilt before God. We prove His Divinity, His
Messiahship, and His Saving Power by faith. We trust him - “…we believe and
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God” (John 6:69)
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“Who is this?”
Sermon Notes by Don Fortner
“Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and he was perplexed,
because that it was said of some, that John was risen from the dead; And of some, that
Elias had appeared; and of others, that one of the old prophets was risen again. And
Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, of whom I hear such things? And he
desired to see him. And the apostles, when they were returned, told him all that they
had done. And he took them, and went aside privately into a desert place belonging to
the city called Bethsaida. And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he
received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had
need of healing.”(Luke 9:7-11)

When he had heard of the great works Christ had done, Herod asked, “Who is
this, of whom I hear such things?” All believers rest the hopes of their immortal
souls upon the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ. We believe that Jesus
is the Christ (1 John 5:1). He is the Foundation upon which we have built our
hopes of eternal life. We believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the
Messiah, promised by God in all the Old Testament prophets.

Peter's confession, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God" (Matt.
16:16), is the foundation of the entire Christian world, the church of God, and
the gospel of God. If Jesus of Nazareth is not the Christ, the Messiah promised
in the Old Testament Scriptures, he is not the Son of God. If Jesus of
Nazareth is not the Christ, his obedience to God is of no benefit to us. If Jesus
of Nazareth is not the Christ, his death upon the cross has no saving virtue and
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we are yet in our sins. If Jesus of Nazareth is not the Christ, if he is not the
Messiah, if he is not God incarnate, he was the slickest, most devious charlatan
who ever lived.

Our faith says, "We believe and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of

the living God" (John 6:69). But are you really sure? There have been many
others who claimed to be Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God, the Savior of the
world. Perhaps it would be good for us to ask of Jesus what John the Baptist
asked of him — "Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?"
(Matthew 11:3). Herod asked, — “Who is this?”

Suppose you were witnessing to a Jew and he said to you, "Show me from the
Old Testament Scriptures that the Jesus you worship is the Messiah." Could you
do it? I want to show you from the Old Testament Scriptures that Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph and Mary, who was crucified at Jerusalem more
than two thousand years ago, is indeed the Christ, the Son of the living God.

To answer Herod’s question, look first at Psalm 40:6-8. — "Sacrifice and

offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and
sin offering hast thou not required. Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the
book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within
my heart.” It is impossible to honestly apply these words to anyone but the
Messiah. Indeed, the Jewish commentators from ancient times have said that
this Psalm is a messianic prophecy. And, of course, the Apostle declares in the
Book of Hebrews (10:5-10) that this prophecy is fulfilled in the Person and work
of Jesus of Nazareth. In these three verses the Prophet David tells us four
things which will identify the true Messiah of Israel. These four things find
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their fulfillment only in Jesus Christ our Lord. Here David tells us that when the
Christ, the Messiah comes...
1.

The sacrifices and ceremonies of legal worship will cease.

2.

He will be Jehovah's voluntary Servant.

3.

The body of Scripture prophecy will be fulfilled.

4.

He will perfectly accomplish the will of God.

Search the Scriptures and see for yourself that the types, promise, and
prophecies of the Old Testament Scriptures weave a garment that is tailor
made to fit only one man. That man is the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God.
And that man is our Savior, the Lord Jesus.

The End of the Law

First, David tells us that when the Messiah has come all the sacrifices and
ceremonies of legal worship would cease. — “Sacrifice and offering thou didst
not desire.” The sacrifices, ceremonies and laws of the Mosaic economy were
never intended to be a means of salvation. God never had pleasure and
satisfaction in them. They could not remove sin, satisfy justice or make men
righteous before God (Hebrews 10:1-10). The sacrifices and ceremonies of the
law were only useful as types and shadows of Christ to show the nature and
necessity of his redemptive work. Once they were fulfilled they must cease to
be, because they have no other service.

The law given by Moses was designed by God to identify and expose sin, to deter
men from deeds of iniquity, and to show the necessity of a Substitute. Once the
law had served its purpose, since it has been fulfilled by Christ, it has no other

Truth For Children: How do we know this is the Christ? © 2011

8

use and has ceased to have power over men (Romans 10:4).

The Old Testament Scriptures constantly reminded the Jews that God had no
regard for their sacrifices and ceremonies except as they typified Christ and
were observed by faith in him.

“And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22)

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify against thee: I

am God, even thy God. I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt
offerings, to have been continually before me. I will take no bullock out of thy
house, nor he goats out of thy folds. For every beast of the forest is mine, and
the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the
wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for
the world is mine, and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink
the blood of goats?” (Psalms 50:7-13)

“For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O
God, thou wilt not despise.” (Psalms 51:16-17)

“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full
of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood
of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath
required this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no more vain oblations; incense is
an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot
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away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed
feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.” (Isaiah
1:11-14)

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that
determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” (Daniel 9:27)

These five passages from the Old Testament Scriptures, read without comment,
demonstrate clearly that the sacrifices and ceremonies of legal worship were
never intended to be perpetual. They were only temporary pictures of Christ.
Even the Mosaic covenant, as set forth in what we commonly call “The Ten
Commandments,” was only designed to be a temporary covenant (Jeremiah. 31:3134; cf. Hebrews 8:7-13). The law of God as a covenant, a rule of life and the revelation

of God’s righteous requirements from men was designed to lead us to Christ, by
whom it is fulfilled (Galatians 3:24-25). And when Christ came, the sacrifices
and ceremonies of the Old Testament did cease to be observed.

David, at least a thousand years before Christ came, intimated that when he
came, he would accomplish that which no sacrifice, ceremony, or law could
accomplish (Redemption, Justification, Righteousness and Forgiveness). The
laws, sacrifices, and ceremonies of Israel were only scaffolding, temporarily
necessary for the building of his kingdom, but now removed. All the Jewish
sacrifices and ceremonies ceased to have significance when Christ died. And all
ceased to exist when God destroyed both Jerusalem and Judaism in 70 A.D. The
priesthood ceased. The temple ceased. The sacrifices ceased. The nation
ceased!
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Here is the first evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Messiah.
When he finished his work, the sacrifices and ceremonies of legal worship
ceased. To demonstrate it, the veil of the temple was ripped apart. — “And,
behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and
the earth did quake, and the rocks rent” (Matthew 27:51). Though the Jews look
for a future Messiah and deny that Jesus is the Christ, their hopes are as
foolish as they are vain. — How could this prophecy be fulfilled again?

Jehovah’s Servant
Second, David shows us that the Messiah, the Christ, must be a man who is
Jehovah’s Voluntary Servant (Exodus 21:1-6). The Lord Jesus Christ came into
this world and performed his work as the voluntary Servant of his Father
(Isaiah 42:1-4; 50:5-7; Hebrews 10:5-7; John 10:16-18; Luke 12:50).

He who is Jehovah’s Voluntary Servant is Jehovah’s equal! All angels, men,
creatures, devils and events must serve God, because he is the Creator of all
things. All rational beings are morally obligated to serve God, because we live
upon his bounty. But Christ came to serve the Father voluntarily. He owed
nothing and had nothing to gain, for he is himself Jehovah. That Man who is the
Christ is himself God (Psalm 45:6-7).

Jehovah’s Servant came into the world with a specific mission to accomplish
(Matthew 1:21). Throughout the Old Testament Scriptures, Messiah was
promised, looked for and trusted as that One who would come to restore his
fallen people to the everlasting favor of God, by putting away their sins (Isaiah
61:1-3; Luke. 4:18). Either Jesus of Nazareth has effectually redeemed and
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saved God’s elect, or he is not the Christ. The Christ of Arminian, freewill
religion is a false christ. We know he is, because Messiah’s eternal glory and
exaltation is dependent and conditioned upon the success of his redemptive,
saving work (Psalms 2:7-8; 65:4; 110:3). The Lord God declares of his righteous
Servant, whom he chose to be our Savior, “He shall not fail!” (Isaiah 42:4). And
fail he will not (John 6:37-40; 10:16; Hebrews 10:10).

Prophecy Fulfilled

Third, the Prophet David assured us that when the Christ, the Messiah, has
come, the Volume of Scripture prophecy would be fulfilled. — “Then said I, Lo, I
come: in the volume of the book it is written of me.” These words, “the volume
of the book,” may refer to the book of God’s secret, eternal decrees (Revelation
5:1; 10:2); but they certainly refer to the Written Revelation of God contained
in the Old Testament Scriptures.

The writings of the Old Testament prophets abound in predictions of the
Messiah, the Christ. God promised Abraham, “In thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed.” When Jacob blessed the tribe of Judah, he spoke of
Shiloh to whom the gathering of the people would be. Moses spoke of that
Prophet whom the Lord God would raise up, whom the people of God would hear.
In the Psalms and the prophets Messiah is given a variety of titles: “The
Anointed of the Lord,” “The King,” “David’s Lord,” “The Child Born,” “The Son
Given,” “The Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” “The Prince of Peace,”
“God’s Servant Whom he Upholds,” “Messiah the Prince,” “God’s Elect in Whom
he Delights,” “The Branch,” “The Lord Our Righteousness,” “The Messenger of
the Covenant.”
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All these names and titles belong to the Messiah. But are they all fulfilled in
Jesus of Nazareth? If they are, then he is the Christ. If they are not, we must
look for another. The prophecies of the Old Testament give us eight specific
things which must characterize the Messiah. By these eight things, the Christ is
identified. And these eight things can be, with honesty, applied to no man in
history, past or future, except Jesus of Nazareth, who is indeed the Christ, the
Son of the living God.

1. The time of Messiah’s coming was clearly marked out in prophecy. — God told
no one the day and hour when Christ would come. But he did identify the time in
history. Those looking forward to the coming of Christ could not predict it. But
those looking back cannot mistake it. Christ has come! The coming of Messiah
must fit into a very specific time frame. It had to be before the destruction of
civil government in Judah (Genesis 49:10), but while the temple was still standing
in Jerusalem (Haggai 2:6-9). Messiah had to appear about the middle of Daniel’s
70th week (Daniel 9:24-27), which would be 453-457 years after the rebuilding
of the Temple at Jerusalem began (33 A.D.), the year that Christ died (Daniel
9:24-27). Thirty-seven years later (70 A.D.) Jerusalem was destroyed. The
Messiah had to come into the world during the time that Jesus of Nazareth
lived upon the earth. He could not have come at any other time.

2. The place where Messiah would be born was plainly foretold. — “But thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah, (NOT ZEBULON, BUT EPHRATAH!) though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting” (Micah 5:2).
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3. The family from which Messiah must come was the house of David (Psalm
132:11; Isaiah 11:1). The Jews debated about many things. But they never
questioned the genealogy of the Lord Jesus.

4. And all the miracles performed by the Lord Jesus declare him to be the
Messiah, the Christ, the Son of David (Isaiah 29:18; 35:5-6; 42:6-7; Matthew
11:2-4).

5. The Messiah must be one who comes as a King distinguished by his humiliation,
meekness and lowliness (Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:1-9).

6. It was prophesied that the Messiah must suffer and die by the hands of
wicked men.—”Messiah shall be cut off, but not for himself” (Daniel 9:26; Isaiah
53:1-12). Our Lord’s tormenters used the very words and performed the very
deeds he had predicted by his prophets (See Psalm 22). Those words which
describe the betrayal, shame, crucifixion and death of the Christ could find
fulfillment only in the death of Jesus of Nazareth.

7. The Scriptures declared plainly that Messiah would rise from the dead before
his body had begun to decay (Psalm 16:9-11; Isaiah 53:10-12).

8. And the prophets plainly asserted that Messiah, the Christ, would set up his
kingdom among the Gentiles by the outpouring of his Spirit upon them (Isaiah
49:5-6; Joel 2:28-32; Galatians 3:13-14).

Here are the prophecies given by David and fulfilled by Jesus of Nazareth, by
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which we know and are sure that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God:

1.

He put an end to the sacrifices and ceremonies of legal worship by fulfilling

them.
2.

He came into the world as Jehovah’s voluntary Servant.

3.

He fulfilled the volume of Old Testament prophecy to the letter.

God’s Will Performed
But I have saved the best until the last. Here is the greatest, most blessed
assurance we have. By this, above all else, we know that Jesus our Savior is the
Christ. — David tells us that the Christ, the Messiah, whoever he is, will
perfectly accomplish the will of God. – “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea,
thy law is within my heart.”

When the Lord Jesus came into this world, he came with delight to do his
Father’s will. He delighted in that of which God approves. He delighted in that
which God had appointed. And the law of God was in his heart, so that both
inwardly and outwardly, he was perfectly holy, harmless, undefiled and separate
from sin. — He knew no sin!

We know that Jesus is Christ, the Son of the living God, because he perfectly
performed all the precepts of God’s revealed will in the law. — He brought in an
everlasting righteousness. He freely yielded himself to all the performances of
God’s providential will. His life showed his heart’s desire and determination,
which he spoke in Gethsemane, — “Not my will, thy will be done!” Our Lord Jesus
made complete satisfaction and propitiation to God’s justice, satisfying the
penalty of the law. And in doing these things he accomplished the complete
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salvation of God’s elect (Hebrews 10:5-14).

Christ came to do the Father’s will. He came to save his people. And he has done
it. We know that Jesus is the Christ, because God accepted his work (Romans
1:9-10; 8:32-34; 1 John 5:1).

“Who is this?” Jesus is the Christ. We know he is because he has fulfilled all
that God said the Messiah would do. — He put an end to legal sacrifices and
ceremonies. — He came as a voluntary Savior. — He accomplished all the
prophecies. — He performed all the will of God. We who believe know that Jesus
is the Christ, because he has been revealed in us by the power of His Spirit in
saving grace; and his blood, applied to our hearts, has purged our consciences of
guilt before God. We prove his Divinity, Messiahship, and Saving Power by faith.
— We trust him. — “We believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son
of the living God” (John 6:69).

Don Fortner
Listen to sermons at FreeGraceRadio.com
Article by Don Fortner
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How do we know this is the Christ?
Puzzle Part 1

How do we know this is the Christ?
Puzzle Part 2:
Cut Apart on dotted line.
Each child should have all four puzzle pieces.

Kept
God’s
Law

God’s
Voluntary
Servant

ALL of the
scriptures
fullfilled

Performed the will
of God the Father and
His work was accepted

