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The Parables: Wheat & Tares 

Matthew 13: 24 - 30 and  Matthew 13: 37 - 43  

I t e m s  N e e d e d  

! Bible with marked scripture  

! Crayons/Pencils/Markers 

! Illustration Photos in order of 
use for lesson.  

! Copies of Coloring Sheet  

! Copies of Take Home Overview 
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The Parables: The Wheat and the Tares 

Objective of Lesson  

Many times our Lord Jesus Christ taught a lesson using parables. Parables are 

stories which illustrate spiritual things. When the Lord reveals their meaning 

they help us to see spiritual things which we would otherwise never understand. 

The objective of this lesson is to teach the wonderful truth that Christ has a 

particular people, which He planted and everything He does, He does for His 

people, and all things work together for their good and their ultimate salvation.  

Scripture Reference 
Matthew 13: 24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven 

is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his 

enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when the blade 

was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 So the 

servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in 

thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done 

this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? 29 But 

he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 30 

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 

reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but 

gather the wheat into my barn. 
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Matthew 13: 37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the 

Son of man; 38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 

but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 40 As 

therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this 

world. 

 

 

 

Lesson Instructions 
1. Today we are going to talk about a parable about wheat and tares. Tares are 

another word for weeds. Do you all remember what a parable is? It is a story 

our Lord Jesus Christ uses to teach us a spiritual truth. Can we see spiritual 

things? No, because we are not born with eyes that can see spiritual things. 

That is one of the main things we lost when our father Adam sinned in the 

garden. (Cover your ears)  We can’t hear God; (Cover your eyes) we can’t see 

God and (Cover your mouth) we can’t speak to God. Could we do all these 

things before Adam sinned? Yes, but now we cannot because we inherited 

the same dead spiritual nature our father Adam had. (Point to a child and 

say) “Who do you look like in your family?”  - Why do you look like them, and 

you don’t look like a dog or a rabbit? It is because your father is human and 

you came from your father and inherited his nature. That is why we are born 

blind, deaf, and dumb when it comes to understanding spiritual things. We 

inherited our father Adam’s dead, sinful nature. 

2. How can we get that nature back? Can we work and try really hard to do good 

so we can see spiritual things? No. That is silly. Let me show you why. 

Everybody close your eyes. Now I want you to point to something red in the 

room,  but you cannot open your eyes. Can you do it? NO! Why? It is because 
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you cannot point to and see something when you are blind to it. You cannot 

hear something when are deaf and cannot hear sounds. You cannot speak 

about something you don’t know, can you? That is why we cannot get our 

spiritual life back. It died in Adam and there is only one way to get it back. 

It has to be given to us. A spiritual life must be GIVEN just like a gift. Who 

gives the gift of spiritual life? Jesus Christ? How did he do that? He came 

to this earth as a man, died for His peoples’ sins and gifted His people the 

gift of being accepted again of God, so we can see, hear, and talk to God 

again.  

3. I am going to read you the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares. Matthew 13: 

24 … “The kingdom of heaven is like someone who planted good seed in his 

field. 25 While people were sleeping, an enemy came and planted weeds 

among the wheat and went away. 26 When the stalks sprouted and bore 

grain, then the weeds also appeared. 27 “The servants of the landowner came 

and said to him, ‘Master, didn’t you plant good seed in your field? Then how is 

it that it has weeds?’ 28 “‘An enemy has done this,’ he answered. “The 

servants said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 “But the 

landowner said, ‘No, because if you gather the weeds, you’ll pull up the wheat 

along with them. 30  Let both grow side by side until the harvest. And at 

harvesttime I’ll say to the harvesters, “First gather the weeds and tie them 

together in bundles to be burned. But bring the wheat into my barn.”  

4. I need some volunteers and we are going to act out this parable. I will be the 

farmer (Hold up the farmer sheet). I need a servant (Hold up the picture of 

the field worker and hand it to the child playing that role). I need a person 

to pretend to be a stalk of wheat (Hold up the picture of the wheat and hand 

it to the child playing that role), and I need another child to be a weed. (Hold 

up the picture of the weed and hand it to the child playing that role)  (If you 

don’t have enough children then have the children be the weeds and you be 

the wheat and all the other roles) All my servants come to me, the master, 

and I will give you some seed. I want you to go to the garden (Area in the 
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room) and plant the good seed that I the master have given you (Walk around 

the room, act like you are digging and planting etc…).  

5. Now let’s say a few weeks have past and you are starting to get little plants 

in your garden. (Have the wheat crouch down on the floor and hold up their 

picture so you know who they are) You notice that there are weeds in 

between the good wheat plants. (Have the weeds crouch down and crowd up 

next to the wheat and hold up their sign so you know who they are) Well, 

what in the world happened? Did you plant those weeds? No, you planted 

good seed. Why would you want to plant weeds?  

6. Servants come back to me and say, “Master we went to check out your good 

seed that you planted but there are weeds growing in between the good 

wheat. Was the seed you planted not good?  - No, the seed was good, but an 

enemy of ours has come into our garden and planted bad seed and there are 

now weeds growing among the good wheat. What should we do?” “Weeds, I 

want you to get close to the wheat and hang on. I am going to try and pull you 

out of there.” (Try to lift them but they both come off the floor together). 

Now what? If I pull up the weed then it could destroy the wheat! (Have them 

put down their signs.) Now that they don’t have their signs, can you tell 

which one is a wheat and which one is a tare (weed). No, they look exactly 

the same. We can’t really tell the difference and even if we could we might 

try to pull out a weed and damage the wheat.  

7. That is exactly what happened in our parable. When the servants came and 

asked the Master what to do about the weeds, he said, “Leave them both 

alone and let them grow together until it is time for me to come and harvest 

the crop.” (Have the wheat and the tare stand up like they are now full 

grown) “OK Servants, it is now time for you to harvest the wheat because it 

is fully matured. Go pull everything up – bind up the weeds and burn them 

(Have them take the weeds to the corner) and put the wheat in my barn.” 

(Have them take the wheat to another corner) 

8. Now everybody come back and sit down and let’s talk about what this means. 
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What a cool illustration this is. Is this just a story to entertain us? No, 

remember a Parable is a story to teach us a spiritual truth? This is what it 

does… (Hand out the coloring sheet) 37 Jesus replied, “The one who plants 

the good seed is the God in the flesh – Christ (Point to picture as you go 

through and explain what each thing stands for) 38  The field is the world. 

And the good seeds are the followers of the kingdom. But the weeds are the 

followers of the evil one. 39  The enemy who planted them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the world. The harvesters and servants are the angels. 

40  Just as people gather weeds and burn them in the fire, so it will be at 

the end of the world. 41  Our Lord will send his angels, and they will gather 

out of his kingdom all things that cause people to fall away and all people who 

sin. 42  He will throw them into a burning furnace. People there will be 

weeping and grinding their teeth. 43  Then the righteous – his harvest that 

he planted will shine like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. Those who have 

ears should hear.” This parable is teaching us not about wheat and weeds, but 

it is making a comparison between God’s people, who are like the good wheat 

and the weeds, which are the people who do not believe God and those who 

God did not plant in the field.  

9. How many of you have worked in a garden? What do you do to a garden? You 

pick out good seed, you plant it, and you water it and feed it and take care of 

it. What do you do if a deer comes up and starts eating your corn? You build 

a fence around it to protect it. What do you do when your garden needs 

water? You water it. What do you do when the birds are flying over and 

picking all the fruit off of your vines? You cover it so the birds can’t pick at 

it. All the time you are doing all these things, where are the weeds? They are 

still growing between the harvest. Do you water it and protect your garden 

because you want to protect the weeds? No! Those weeds are worthless. You 

are taking your loving care with the garden because of YOUR seed. That 

same is true with God’s children.  

10. God has a particular people in the world – the seed HE planted. Are we born 



 

Truth For Children: The Parables: Wheat and Tares © 2012 

 

6 

good seed? No. Remember we are born like our father, Adam. We are born a 

weed by nature. We are worthless and cannot bare fruit. We are all born 

weeds, but mercifully He gives new spiritual life to a few undeserving weeds 

as a free gift and make us His flowering plants and puts us in His kingdom 

and brings fruit from us. Why? God is good and loving and merciful and He 

wanted to show His goodness and justice and mercy to us by choosing to send 

His Son to die for the sins of His people. He has a group of weeds that He 

has given new life to! He is going to have mercy on some weeds and they are 

no longer weeds but wheat He has planted! Christ died for their sins so they 

will have spiritual life again! The wheat (God’s people He planted) grow 

together in this world with the weeds (Those that God did not plant). Can we 

tell the difference by looking at people who are His and who are not?  No, we 

all look the same. Only God knows. Don’t try to pull out people you don’t think 

are God’s. That is not your job. At the end of the world God will separate the 

wheat from the tares and until then they are allowed to grow together. OH 

what mercy and love our Lord God had for His people… so much so that He 

sent His only Son to die for a bunch of worthless weeds and give them new 

life as His wonderful wheat. Amen 

Lesson Activities 
• Coloring Sheet 

• Act out the parable 

• Photo illustration to use with explanation of the parable 
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Take Home Lesson Overview 
 

The Parables: Wheat and Tares 

Scripture Reference: 

Matthew 13: 24-30 and Matthew 13: 37-43 

Lesson Overview: 

Is this just a story to entertain us? No. Remember a Parable is a story to teach us a 

spiritual truth. This is what it means… Matthew 13:37 Jesus replied, “The one who plants 

the good seed is the God in the flesh – Christ  38  The field is the world. And the good 

seeds are the followers of the kingdom. But the weeds are the followers of the evil one. 

39  The enemy who planted them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the world. The 

harvesters and servants are the angels. 40  Just as people gather weeds and burn them 

in the fire, so it will be at the end of the world. 41  Our Lord will send his angels, and 

they will gather out of his kingdom all things that cause people to fall away and all people 

who sin. 42  He will throw them into a burning furnace. People there will be weeping and 

grinding their teeth. 43  Then the righteous – his harvest that he planted will shine like 

the sun in their Father’s kingdom. Those who have ears should hear.”  This parable is 

teaching us not about wheat and weeds, but it is making a comparison that God’s people, 

who are like the good wheat, and the weeds, who are the people who do not believe God, 

and those God did not plant in the field.  

 

God has a particular people in the world – the seed HE planted. Are we born good seed? 

No. Remember we are born like our father Adam. We are born a weed by nature. We are 
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worthless and cannot bare fruit. We are all born weeds but mercifully He gives new 

spiritual life to a few undeserving weeds as a free gift and make us His flowering plants 

and puts us in His kingdom and brings fruit from us. Why? God is good and loving and 

merciful and He wanted to show His goodness and justice and mercy to us by choosing to 

send His Son to die for the sins of His people. He has a group of weeds that He has 

given new life to! He is going to have mercy on some weeds and they are no longer weeds 

but wheat He has planted! Christ died for their sins so they will have spiritual life again! 

The wheat (God’s people he planted) grow togther in this world with the weeds (Those 

that God did not plant). Can we tell the difference by looking at people who are His and 

who are not?  No, we all look the same. Only God knows. Don’t try to pull out people you 

don’t think are God’s. That is not your job. At the end of the world God will separate the 

wheat from the tares and until then they are allowed to grow together. OH what mercy 

and love our Lord God had for His people, so much so that He sent His only Son to die 

for a bunch of worthless weeds and give them new life as His wonderful wheat. 
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